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Parents and Students:

Here we are and we find ourselves at the beginning of another school year. There is no doubt working through
the challenges of the pandemic have been tiring, frustrating and exhausting for all of us. Our teachers and staff
have been no exception to that. On Friday, August 20th we start school for another year. It is our intention to
focus on educating our students the best we can through these trying times. As we can see, everything continues
to be a struggle and just as most of the time through the pandemic things are changing on an hourly basis at
times.

On August 16, 2021 our school board made the difficult decision to follow the mask mandate. There were
passionate opinions on both sides of this topic and we appreciate everyone that participated in the process.
Please understand that since the decision was made to follow this mask mandate, it is a policy and we must all
follow the policy. At the current time all students, staff and visitors must wear face coverings while in the
buildings. We will continue to keep a close eye on the ever changing factors around keeping our students and
staff safe and in school and will make adjustments to the plans and procedures when changes occur. It is also a
requirement that all students and staff wear masks while on school buses. We will continue to have masks
available when boarding buses and entering buildings for those that may need one. The complete Back to
School plan can be found on the district website.

Currently the mask mandate does apply to athletics as well so all athletes and fans participating in indoor events
must wear a face covering.

We will also continue to encourage parents to keep your students home if they are ill. We will be monitoring
temperatures of students as they board the bus and enter the building. Any student with an elevated temperature
will be referred to the school nurse who will then access the situation and work with the family.

It is our sincere hope that we can continue to work together as a Spoon River Valley school community and
continue to work toward the end goal of creating a safe environment for our students to continue to learn.

Take care,

Chris Janssen Lynn Phelps
Superintendent of Schools Board Vice President


